
YEAR 4 AND 5
OPEN 
EVENING



Almond Hill – climb 
training
At Almond Hill we know that life is a journey and climbing 
the hill with us is part of that journey. In order to climb the 
hill, we need lots of skills and knowledge in our backpack.



What?

- This year we are making a change to the ‘Top of the Hill’ badge system. 
- Introducing a different colour badge for each year group.
- 4 to collect as you move through the school. 
- Each year the Top of the Hill ‘status’ resets.
- Children must earn the Top of the Hill badge each year.                                                                      

No longer an ‘automatic’ system

Why?

- Children change a great deal from Year 3 – Year 6
- It is a lot of pressure for children who receive badge in Y3 to maintain for 4 years.
- Expectations of the climb in each year group are different and get more challenging. 
- It feels good to prove yourself with new teachers, classes and expectations
- Children have the potential to earn 4 badges instead of 1! 



HOME LEARNING

Adapted Challenge
Age Expected Standard 

Challenge
Extra Challenge

(Optional)

Home learning is sent home on a Thursday and is due the following Tuesday.
If it is not returned on the due date, staff will spend break or playtime with the children 
to support their learning.

Ideally the children will be able to:
• Complete the work independently
• If unable,  they can ask their class teacher for extra support



The Let Grow Project

Once a month, the optional extra homework 
will be a 'Let Grow' project task. This project 
has been seen to help develop children's 
independence, confidence and pride both in 
and outside of school.

The children only have to do one thing:

Do something new, by themselves, with 
permission.

Then, come and share what they have done 
with the class!



How it works

Your child will come home once a month with a Let 
Grow homework sheet with activity ideas linked to 
that month’s theme. The project is run by an 
American organisation so some of the 
spellings/vocabulary may be different and our 
Junior School children would usually choose from 
the 'Elementary' column. Here are some examples 
from the September/October list with the theme 
'Independence'. Remember these are just 
suggestions; your child's project can be anything – 
we will celebrate them all equally.





READING 

Regular reading rehearsal is crucial for building reading fluency 
which is transferrable to every subject.

The following books will be sent home or offered:
• Colour banded reading books (even for free readers)
• Books for fun from the class library (these are offered but the 

children do not always wish to borrow them)

Children need to ask their class teacher if they can change their book. The best time for this 

is usually first thing in the morning. 



SCHOOL UNIFORM



PE UNIFORM



THE AUTUMN LONG TERM PLAN Y4

English
We are in the process of replanning our English 
curriculum but we will be studying a range of 
different units throughout the year including 
fantasy, adventure, poetry and diary writing and 
non fiction texts such as persuasion and 
biographies.
We will also be taking part in the writing 
competition again in January.



THE AUTUMN LONG TERM PLAN Y5

English
We are in the process of replanning our English 
curriculum but we will be studying a range of 
different units throughout the year including 
fantasy, adventure, poetry and diary writing and 
non fiction texts such as persuasion and 
biographies.
We will also be taking part in the writing 
competition again in January.



THE SPRING LONG TERM PLAN Y4



THE SPRING LONG TERM PLAN Y5



THE SUMMER LONG TERM PLAN Y4



THE SUMMER LONG TERM PLAN Y5



YEAR 4 TIMES TABLE CHECK
What is the Multiplication Tables Check?

The Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) is a key stage 2 assessment to be taken by pupils at the end of 
year 4 (in June). The MTC’s purpose is to ensure the times tables knowledge is at the expected 
level. This is a statutory test (like the Y1 phonics check and Y6 SATs)

The Multiplication Times Tables Check is an online test where the pupils are asked 25 questions on 
times tables 2 to 12. For every question, you have 6 seconds to answer, and in between the questions, 
there is a 3-second rest. Questions about the 6, 7, 8, 9, and 12 times table come up more often. The 
questions are generated randomly based on the rules of the MTC.



PARENTS'  EVENING

In response to parent feedback, the school will continue with a hybrid 
of online and face to face meetings for the parent teacher 
interviews. This will be a similar model to last year. We hope that this 
helps parents and carers to attend with more ease.
The first ones for this academic year are being held on Tuesday 7th 
October and Thursday 9th October.



NAVIGATING THE WEBSITE



NAVIGATING THE WEBSITE



NAVIGATING THE WEBSITE



NAVIGATING THE WEBSITE



YEAR 4 TRIPS & VISITORS

•We are hoping to provide a range of trips and visitors 
which may include:

•Cineworld 

•RE visit – Hindu temple  (Spring term)

•Shuttleworth House – Geography and Science trip 
(Summer term)

•Stevenage regeneration trip

•Various sporting events TBC



YEAR 5 TRIPS & VISITORS

National Space Centre                                               DT afternoon at
                                                                                  Thomas Alleynes Academy

Cineworld

                                                      

Chick hatching – linking to life cycle 
learning                                                               



Following on from the workshop run by 
the Regeneration team at Stevenage 
Borough Council, the children will be 
taking a trip to see projects that are 
completed in the town. They will be 
taken on tours to see how the town has 
developed and what they are doing to 
make Stevenage better. We feel this is 
really beneficial as they learn about their 
local area and how it has changed over 
time.  

Year 4



Following on from our trips to the new town in 
year 4, we will be taking part in another event 
linking to the regeneration of Stevenage this 
academic year. We have been working with the 
Stevenage Borough Council to show the children 
what regeneration is and how they are 
regenerating Stevenage to benefit them and will 
continue to do so whilst the projects are being 
built. We will be looking at completed projects as 
well as ones that are under construction and will 
be discussing how we can make Stevenage even 
better. 

Year 5



SPORTING CLUBS AND EVENTS
There are plenty of different sporting events that will be taking place across the year. 
Some of these events will be competitions where we put our best team forward, and 
some will be for fun and enjoyment.

Children will be asked to volunteer for different events, and all children will be given a 
chance to participate in at least one event or club if they would like to. We will also 
be conducting regular intra school competitions and lots of lunchtime activities..



Competence in swimming

Competence in 
swimming 



Children have access to swimming 
lessons in Years 4-6
The national curriculum requires children to learn to swim 25 metres

If your child can already swim 25 metres then they do not need to access the lessons

We have a pop up pool on the playground for 4 weeks after half term – the month of 
November

To make accelerated progress children should access the lessons every day for the whole four 
weeks

They will be assessed at the start and the end of the four weeks and earlier if they achieve this 
competency sooner



Organisation
There are mobile changing rooms

Lessons in the mornings in Year 4 and afternoons for Year 5 – Year 6 can have catch up lessons

Children will need a swimming costume, towel, goggles and  swimming hat

Lessons are £4.50 each and the maximum cost is £90

Qualified swimming teacher, lifeguard and school staff to support



Inclusion
No one will be excluded due to cost or availability of resources

We will try to find a way to remove barriers for any child

Swimming is a life skill and could even save their life!



HOW TO CONTACT US

Year4@almondhill.herts.sch.uk

Year5@almondhill.herts.sch.uk

01438 233660

mailto:Year4@almondhill.herts.sch.uk
mailto:Year5@almondhill.herts.sch.uk
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