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Subject Intent Statement 

We aim to promote high standards of English by equipping pupils with a robust command of 
spoken and written language in addition to a love of literature through widespread reading 
opportunities.  

We aim to ensure that all pupils leave our school… 

• with a wide and rich vocabulary modelling competence in the skills of both speaking 
and listening. 

• able to express themselves by learning to talk and through talk  

• reading fluently and with good understanding. 

• reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 

• writing clearly, accurately and coherently, in and for a range of contexts, purposes and 
audiences. 

 

 

Implementation 

Oracy 

 

 

At Almond Hill, we believe that Oracy is a vital skill for learning, personal development, 

and active participation in society. Our intent is to create a culture where every child is 

taught to speak with confidence, listen with empathy, and engage in meaningful dialogue. 

Through a rich and inclusive Oracy curriculum, we aim to equip pupils with the 

communication skills needed to express their ideas clearly, collaborate effectively, and 

value the voices of others, preparing them for success in school and beyond. 

To achieve our intent, Oracy is embedded across the curriculum and supported through 
explicit teaching, structured opportunities for talk, and a focus on developing speaking 
and listening skills in a range of contexts. Teachers model high-quality talk and create 
classroom environments where respectful, purposeful dialogue is encouraged. 

We use the Oracy Framework (Voice 21, Pictured below) to develop pupils’ oracy skills 
year on year. Each class has established discussion guidelines, a listening ladder and uses 
talk tactics to facilitate well structure and scaffolded discussion. As well as in the 
classroom, we offer a range of opportunities for students to use their voice for example, 
presenting or performing in assemblies debate club and class presentations. The two key 
strands are learning through talk and learning to talk. 

 

 

 

The Oracy Framework  
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Reading 

Reading is taught through a range of approaches at Almond Hill in order to most successfully 
support our children in reaching or exceeding the expected learning outcomes by the end of 
KS2.  
 
The core learning for reading skills occurs during two discrete lessons per week in each 
class/year group. Skills covered in these weekly sessions focus on vocabulary, fluency, specific 
reading skills and comprehension. In one lesson children read aloud focusing on fluency and 
understanding, discussing a text in depth and focusing on a specific skills and in the second 
lesson children are given the opportunity to sustain reading independently and apply their 
reading skills to a longer/cross curricular text.   In addition to these discrete sessions, children 
have access to texts and reading opportunities each day through class readers, independent 
reading and via cross-curricular reading as part of learning in other subjects.  
 
In addition to teaching the ‘skills’ of reading, staff understand the importance of promoting 
a love for reading and adopting the habits of reading for pleasure. We encourage this through 
a vast range of promotion strategies including enjoying class readers, engaging school 
reading displays, class libraries, library visits, book fayres, author visits, and whole school 
initiatives such reading challenges. 
 
On entry all children are assessed in phonics for reading and spelling. The children who have 
secured their phoneme/grapheme correspondence knowledge and skills into secure 
decoding are assigned a ‘banded’ reading book from the selection which is matched to their 
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current reading ability to ensure enjoyment of reading and guided text choice. Those children 
that have not yet secured all of the phonics knowledge will be assigned books from Twinkl  
(following on from our feeder infant school) containing all current phonemes/graphemes 
they are learning to ensure decoding skills are embedded before moving on. There will be 
daily phonics sessions led by a Year 3 teacher for children across the year group and where 
necessary, separate individual intervention will take place for children who have gaps in 
decoding skills – Extra Reading. In these sessions, phonics will be taught based on 
assessments of gaps in phonic knowledge. These children are assigned a ‘levelled reading 
book from the Twinkl selection which is matched to the current phonemes/graphemes they 
are learning. They are encouraged to read these books several times in school and at home 
to develop fluency. This usually a lower school provision. They are also assigned a ‘banded’ 
book that can be read with their parents for fun. All children are encouraged to choose an 
additional book from the class library – this is completely free choice. Additional extra 
provision is offered in years 4 and 5 for those children who require it in a group session 
focused on fluency which underpins comprehension.  
 

 

Progression of Reading skills ( summary )  

 

 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5  Year 6  

Word reading  Phonics knowledge 
Fluency  

Prefixes and suffixes  

Refine reading of 
words and clauses  

Root words  

Syllables, graphemes, 
automaticity, silently  

Understand 
meaning of new 

words met  

Vocabulary and 
language  

Discussing and 
clarifying  

Synonyms figurative 
words 

Idiomatic language 
literary language  

Dictionaries  

Subject specific 
vocabulary  

Conventions of 
different types of 

writing  
Language chosen 

to influence 
readers feeling  

Words that capture 
imagination evaluating 

and discussing language 
choices  

Language, structure 
and presentation 

contribute to meaning  
Shades of meaning  

Authors intent 
and impact on 

the reader, effect 
of imagery 

Comprehension  Empathising  
self correcting  

Expression retrieval, 
inference and 

justifying views 
commenting and 

asking for 
explanation  

Link to own and 
others’ 

experiences 
draw on what 
already known 
skimming and 

scanning 
comparisons, 

predicting  
sequences, 

perspectives, 
deductions, 
summarising 

asking questions 
to improve 

understanding   

Complexities and 
interactions with other 

characters phrasing, 
stress and pitch, 

tentative language for 
possibilities, identify 

key details that support 
gist, conclusions and 
evidence sometimes 
form more than one 

place in the text, 
consider non linear 
texts, recognising 

opinions may change 

Drawing on 
different points 
of view when  
responding, 
identifying 

multiple themes, 
challenge points, 
communicating 

ideas with 
precision  

identifying facts 
and recognising 

sometime 
opinions 

presented as 
facts 
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Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English lessons are taught daily and incorporate elements of writing, the reading of quality 

texts and opportunities to develop speaking and listening skills. Across the school year, a 

number of book based units of writing are taught in all year groups which reflect a range of 

different authors and themes (including diversity). Writing units cover a variety of purposes 

and genres including all aspects of narrative writing, poetry and non-fiction texts. Teachers 

will follow a clear teaching sequence that follows 6 steps: Read Like a Reader, How do 

Writers Do it?, Box it up and Plan, Write Together, Write & Redraft and Publish & Perform. 

Teachers ensure that children at Almond Hill develop confidence and independence as 
writers by providing a range of experiences in their English lessons: 

• Exploring themes and features of specific text types through reading quality texts 
and visual stimuli such as pictures, real objects and video clips 

• Analysing and discussing language, layout and writer’s techniques, including 
grammatical devices and the purpose and audience of each piece 

• Learning new vocabulary and developing the use of dictionaries and thesauri  

• Teacher modelling of the writing process using a variety of techniques 

• Group discussion and shared writing in pairs, groups or as a whole class 

• Role play and speaking & listening activities 

• Differentiated tasks and targeted support for pupils with special educational needs 
(and through separate intervention groups where required) 

Planning, drafting and editing is a key aspect of all writing activities in English lessons. Once 
teachers have read written outcomes, supportive feedback is provided during editing 
lessons and additionally, through verbal comments, 1:1 conferencing or written comments 
in books. Children are encouraged to read their own work closely then proof read & edit 
independently and with peers to improve grammatical accuracy, spelling and the overall 
quality. Final written drafts may form part of high quality central displays in classrooms and  
across the school. 
 
In the spring term, the whole school participates in a three-week writing project which 
focuses on a picture book. Several other schools in the local area also take part in the 
project as part of The North Herts and Stevenage Schools Partnership which culminates in a 
writing award ceremony to celebrate the children’s achievements.  
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Handwriting  

At Almond Hill we teach all children to write clearly, legibly and to develop a fluent style of joined 
writing using the Nelson Handwriting Scheme (each year group has Nelson resources to support 
teaching, including the Nelson font on all classroom computers). 
The formation of letters and correct joins is taught in regular handwriting lessons and during 

lesson starters (using lined handwriting books/paper in year 3 and year 4 if required). Pupils in 

years 5 and 6 are expected to write in blue pen (not biro) although younger children displaying 

confidence in using a fluent and neat style of handwriting may be encouraged to transfer to a 

pen much earlier. Teachers and support staff model high standards of handwriting at all times in 

line with the school handwriting scheme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Key Stage 2 Assessment Framework  

 

 

Spelling  
Spelling is taught using the Hfl Spelling Essentials scheme which adheres to the spelling 
guidelines in the National Curriculum for English. A spelling lesson is taught every week 
and is reinforced within English teaching and through home learning activities. Children 
study word origins, letter patterns, sounds and spelling rules following specific teaching 
sequences that build on previous learning and reinforce phonics. Lessons include games, 
oral activities, investigations and written tasks as well as regular spelling dictations to 
assess understanding. Current spelling rules, the year group statutory spelling list and new 
vocabulary are displayed in each classroom.  
Spelling is also a key aspect of editing lessons where common errors are addressed and 

spelling rules reinforced. Children are then expected to correct spelling mistakes within 

their writing using age appropriate dictionaries and thesauri. The school also uses the Hfl 

SOS Spelling Intervention. This supports children whose spelling difficulties prevents them 

from reaching the year group expected standard for writing. 

Phonics 

It is recognised that some children will need to consolidate the phonic knowledge and 

skills taught in Key Stage 1, especially in Year 3. Phonics is taught to all children that 

require this with additional interventions to the children who need extra support. The 

school uses the Twinkl KS2 phonics scheme.  

Punctuation and Grammar  

 At Almond Hill, teachers implement the grammar & punctuation requirements of the 

English Curriculum through the Herts for Learning Stranded Planning Platforms which 

outline the progression of skills in these areas.  

English punctuation and grammar is planned and taught as an implicit part of each English 

unit and writing outcomes incorporate the skills taught. Where required, some specific 

aspects of grammar are taught as explicit lessons. 
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Planned writing curriculum – under development   
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Year 6 national expectations for writing  
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Long term plan for writing – under development  
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Curriculum Development 25/26 

• The continued development of an Oracy curriculum  

• Continue to develop Extra Reading resources to ensure phonics is strong 

• Embed the Fluency project findings to impact future intervention and whole teaching 

• Embedding use of reading ladders to increase vocabulary across the school  

• Undertake CLPE Power of Reading training (HT, WSL and Lower school teacher) 

• Continue developing a bespoke and updated writing curriculum by HT and WSL with the 

support of HFL teaching and learning advisor 

• Fully embed the defined teaching sequence for writing and writing for a range of 

purposes, including the use of a boxed up success criteria and some element of 

sentence stacking to model specific skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


